Erythropoietin and spontaneous platelet aggregation in haemodialysis patients.
Erythropoietin significantly, reversibly, and reproducibly increased in-vitro whole-blood spontaneous platelet aggregation in 15 patients on haemodialysis. During erythropoietin treatment, spontaneous platelet aggregation was significantly higher in these subjects than in non-uraemic controls; concomitant treatment with 300 mg aspirin daily reversed platelet hyperaggregability. Erythropoietin may promote thrombosis by an effect on platelet function.